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The Integration of Entrepreneurship Education and Professional Education
in Colleges and Universities from the Perspective of a Complex System

Huang Zhaoxin & Huang Yangjie

Abstract: Strengthening innovation and entrepreneurship education is an important measure to promote the
comprehensive reform of higher education and improve the quality of talent cultivation. However, there is a severe
disconnection between entrepreneurship education and professional education. This study, based on the complex systems
theory, a survey of 25, 082 college students from 98 colleges and universities demonstrating the deepened reform of
innovation and entrepreneurship education nationwide, the ridge regression and fuzzy—set qualitative comparative analysis
(fsQCA), probes into the mechanism of how the integration of innovation and entrepreneurship improves college students”
entrepreneurial ability. The results show that entrepreneurship—related courses, teachers, competitions and practice all
have a significantly positive impact on the college students” entrepreneurial ability, and that there are two ways of
high—ability entrepreneurship: curricular practice-oriented, and internal-external linked. In conclusion, the authors
propose a new picture of the integration of entrepreneurship education and professional education in colleges and
universities: shifting from adapting to the existing disciplines” professional structures to actively integrating the
disciplines” professional fragments, from the breakthrough in a single element to the coupling and collaboration between
multiple elements, and from the traditional bureaucratic structure to the governance mechanism for the data—driven
ecosystem.
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